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April 3, 1997
GARDEN CITY HARVEST PROJECT BREAKS GROUND TUESDAY
MISSOULA -
The Garden City Harvest Project is hosting a groundbreaking ceremony and public forum on 
Tuesday, April 8, to help the community learn about growing food and sharing the bounty with people 
in need.
University of Montana President George Dennison will turn the first forkful of soil during a 
groundbreaking ceremony at Garden City Harvest’s Fort Missoula Farm at 3 p.m. Following the 
groundbreaking, there is a public forum in the Missoula City Council Chambers from 4 to 7 p.m. 
featuring Dennison and Missoula County Commissioner Michael Kennedy as keynote speakers.
Dennison will talk about UM’s Program in Ecological Agriculture and Society (PEAS) and its 
role in the Garden City Harvest Project. In addition to the farm, the project also includes four 
community garden sites throughout Missoula and an extensive volunteer program.
The forum is a chance for the many individuals, including representatives from the agencies and 
organizations working on Garden City Harvest, to share their vision of the program and how it will 
help Missoula feed its residents and restore its Garden City heritage. A raffle during the forum will get 
one lucky winner a season’s supply of fresh produce from the Fort Missoula Farm.
The forum also will highlight many of the ways community members can get involved with 
Garden City Harvest and will explore some of the program’s benefits. UM students enrolled in PEAS 
study and work at the Fort Missoula Farm, located on land provided by the University and Missoula
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County. People participating in the Families Achieving Independence in Montana program gain self- 
reliance skills while growing food for themselves and others at garden sites. Avid gardeners rent space 
in neighborhood community gardens managed by the Missoula Urban Demonstration Project. 
Volunteers will “Grow a Row” for the Missoula Food Bank and people who purchase “shares” from 
the Fort Missoula Farm will supply their families with fresh vegetables.
Groups involved in the forum include the Food Bank of Missoula, Montana Food Bank 
Network, Community Resource Connection, local farmers, County Extension, UM, the Missoula 
Urban Demonstration Project, Volunteer Montana! and Missoula Nutrition Resources.
###
Contact: Caitlin DeSilvey, community gardens director, 721-7513, or Garden City Flarvest Project, 
523-3663.
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